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Story ideas for print and broadcast media 
March 30, 1990 
INTEREST IN STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS SWEEPING THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON 
AND OTHER COLLEGE CAMPUSES ACROSS THE NATION 
Unfolding events in Eastern Europe have merited more than just a 
passing notice from college students across the United States. Officials 
at many schools, including the University of Dayton, are reporting sharp 
increases in applications for study abroad programs as students clamor to 
learn more about the world around them. 
The Interdepartmental Summer Study Abroad Program (ISSAP) at UD is 
sold out for the first time in the program's 19-year history, according to 
ISSAP director Brother Paul Bredestege, S.M. Waiting lists have been 
established for the school's trips to Rome, Vienna and London, sites where 
students can earn college credit by immersing themselves in foreign 
cultures with field lectures taught by UD professors. Additionally, UD's 
Margaret Karns, director of the University's Center for International 
Studies, reports a 21 percent jump since September 1989 in the number of 
students majoring in international studies--resulting in an all-time high 
of 93 majors. 
At Rice University in Houston, Texas, 72 students plan to study abroad 
for the 1989-90 academic year--nearly double the number who signed up the 
previous year. At Furman University in Greenville, S.C., where enrollment 
stands at 2,500, 125 to 150 students have studied abroad for the last 20 
years, though the school's Baltic program recently has kindled students' 
interest. University spokeswoman Margarite Hayes said 69 students applied 
for just 30 spots for a 1991 trip to the Soviet Union and five other 
Eastern European nations. 
The University of Dayton's Bredestege points to a growing interest ln 
international affairs as a major reason for the program's renewed 
popularity. "Our attitudes toward Eastern Europe are changing," he said. 
"We no longer see Eastern Europe as a monolithic Communist bloc. Instead, 
we're witnessing the melting of the Iron Curtain." 
UD's Paul Bredestege and Margaret Karns can be reached at 
(513) 229-3728 and 229-3538, respectively. Other contacts: Scott Andrews, 
Rice University, (713) 527-4929; and Marguerite Hays, Furman University, 
(803) 294-2185. 
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